
 

Indigenous Monitor Overview Report 
Yellowhead Region (Spread 2) – May 2021 

 
Page 1 

 

INDIGENOUS MONITOR  
OVERVIEW REPORT 
 

Month: May 2021 Indigenous Monitor days on-site: 26 

Project Region: Yellowhead (Spread 2) Kilometre Posts (KPs) monitored:  
134–337 

  

Indigenous Monitors on the Trans Mountain Expansion Project – Overview 

The Trans Mountain Expansion Project (the Project) has retained Indigenous Monitors as 
integrated members of its construction Environmental Inspection team. Indigenous Monitors 
work with Environmental Inspectors to monitor compliance with mitigation measures to 
minimize impacts to traditional resource use and cultural/heritage impacts during construction. 
Indigenous Monitors have a strategic role in providing traditional knowledge directly and 
pragmatically to construction oversight practices and bring an Indigenous lens to daily 
environmental inspection activities. 
 
This Overview Report provides highlights of the Indigenous Monitors’ day-to-day work and key 
mitigation measures observed by the Monitors related to Project construction in the Yellowhead 
region. The purpose of this report is to provide an update on Indigenous Monitor activity to 
Indigenous groups. 
 
During this reporting period, key Project activities in the Yellowhead Region involving 
Indigenous Monitors were focused around KP 134–337 and included initiating the Heritage 
Resource site chance-find procedure, watercourse monitoring, Traditional Land Use (TLU) site 
monitoring, pump station inspections and assisting with amphibian sweep and salvage 
activities. The Project Construction Progress Report (Condition 106) for May 2021, which 
reports environmental events and deficiencies in Tables 4 and 5 respectively, is found here. 
The Project has a process for sharing information related to potential TLU and Heritage 
Resource chance finds during construction. The Protecting TLU and Cultural Heritage 
Resources Fact Sheet (link here)  provides an overview of the chance find communication 
process. Applicable Indigenous groups are notified and engaged directly on potential chance 
finds.   

For more information: email info@transmountain.com or call 1.866.514.6700. 

 

Trans Mountain COVID-19 – Our Response   

Trans Mountain is actively monitoring the COVID-19 situation with the help of federal, provincial 

and local agencies. Trans Mountain’s top priority remains the health and safety of its workforce, 

their families and our communities.  Measures being undertaken at construction sites include: 

temperature screening; following physical distancing guidelines, staggering work shifts and 

breaks; eliminating or minimizing in-person meetings; enhancing cleaning and sanitizing; and 

ensuring workers’ orientation includes COVID 19 expectations, awareness and prevention. 

For more information: transmountain.com/covid19 

https://docs2.cer-rec.gc.ca/ll-eng/llisapi.dll/fetch/2000/90464/90552/548311/956726/2392873/3781699/4099346/C13433-1_Condition_106_Construction_Progress_May_Report_June_7%2C_2021_-_A7U1Q5.pdf?nodeid=4099347&vernum=-2
https://docs.transmountain.com/506_TLU-sites-handout-June2021.v9.pdf?mtime=20210622040644
https://docs.transmountain.com/506_TLU-sites-handout-June2021.v9.pdf?mtime=20210622040644
mailto:info@transmountain.com
https://www.transmountain.com/covid19
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Heritage Resource Site Chance Find  
 
Resource-Specific Mitigation Tables and 
Environmental Alignment Sheets are used 
to identify locations of and summarize 
specified mitigation for previously identified 
historical resources and traditional land 
use areas. Such locations have been 
identified via traditional land use studies 
conducted by Indigenous groups and 
archaeology baseline assessments 
conducted over many years of Project 
planning.   
 
The Indigenous Monitor (IM) participated in 
the implementation of the Heritage 
Resource Site Discovery Contingency Plan 
near Roundcroft Creek and KP 279. 
Potential lithic flakes were discovered by 
the IM and Environmental Inspector (EI). 
The site was buffered 30 m to allow for 
ongoing assessments with the Resource 
Specialist, IM and EI.  
 
Trans Mountain initiated the 
communication process with applicable 
Indigenous groups for chance finds of 
Traditional Land Use and Heritage 
Resources sites to ensure notification and 
engagement regarding the potential find.  
 
Further inspections were conducted near 
the area by the EI, IM and archaeologist, 
no additional chance finds were identified. 
 
The potential find was found not to be an 
archaeological site.  

 

 

 
Flagging to indicate construction no-go area, while 
ongoing Heritage Resource Site Discovery Contingency 
Plan protocols take place. 
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Watercourse Monitoring 

Construction has been completed through 
some wetland areas as planned. Erosion and 
sediment control (ESC) measures were 
monitored near Carrot Creek at KP 192 to 
mitigate erosion and sediment transport from 
construction sites to downstream areas and 
watercourses. On-site ESC mitigations may 
include sediment fences, swales, wattles, rock 
armouring, erosion control blankets and 
hydroseeding, as well as water drainage control 
measures. 

Key mitigation during construction in wetland 
areas includes using equipment working on 
mats to construct containment berms/barriers 
and restriction of vegetation removal only to the 
area necessary for pipe installations. 

At KP 192, the Indigenous Monitor inspected 
signage and boundaries and confirmed use of 
berms, silt fence, geo-tech with wing walls 
throughout clear span and straw wattles. The 
IM will conduct followup monitoring under the 
bridge during heavy rainfall. No deficiencies 
were identified in the area.  

 

 

Erosion and sediment control measures in place at 
Carrot Creek.   

TLU Sites 

During construction, previously identified 
cultural use areas are monitored along the 
right-of-way. Such locations have been 
identified during traditional land use studies 
conducted by Indigenous groups prior to 
construction. As part of the Environmental 
Protection Plan, there is a TLU Sites Discovery 
Contingency Plan, which outlines steps to take 
in the event previously unidentified TLU sites 
are identified during construction. 

Indigenous Monitors monitored previously 
identified TLU areas along the right-of-way, 
including plant harvesting sites, habitation sites 
and ceremonial sites near the Bench Creek 
area. Monitoring activities include ensuring 
mitigation was in place such as signage and 
documentation of any current use. 

 
 

 
Right-of-way and creek monitoring near Bench Creek.   
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Amphibian Salvage 
 
A Project requirement is to create an 
inventory of incidental wildlife observations 
and to follow contingency measures for the 
discovery of wildlife species of concern. 
Species of concern refers to animals, birds 
and amphibians with increased potential to 
be affected by Project activities due to 
spatial or temporal overlap with the 
Project during sensitive life stages like 
breeding. 
 
Wildlife sweeps are conducted in areas 
where Project construction activities are 
occurring and will occur. In addition, 
amphibian salvages are conducted prior to 
the commencement of heavy 
equipment activity at specific identified 
stream dwelling amphibian watercourses 
and other construction areas in accordance 
with amphibian salvage approval and/or 
permit conditions. 
 
The Indigenous Monitors assisted the 
Amphibian Resource Specialist with 
amphibian sweeps and assisted with an 
amphibian salvage at KP 337, near road 
155. Three Long-toed salamanders were 
identified during salvage activities and 
transported to designated release areas 
away from the right-of-way. No concerns 
were identified.   

 
 

 
Long-toed salamander salvage site at KP 337, near 
road 155.  
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Pump Station Inspections 
 
Indigenous Monitors participated in joint 
inspections with the Environmental 
Inspector at Edson Pump Station and 
Gainford Pump Station. Key aspects of the 
pump station inspections included 
housekeeping and waste management 
inspections, and as a result, a cardboard 
bin was recommended for both sites. In 
addition, spill kits and spill response 
procedures were reviewed at both pump 
stations with no concerns identified.  

 
Apoxy instalation activities at Edson Pump Station. 
 

 
Equipment pulling pipe in place at Edson Pump 
Station.  
 

 
General site progress observed at Gainford Pump 
Station. 
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Indigenous Monitor Request Dashboard 

Indigenous Monitors are provided daily on-site field support from Environmental Inspectors and 
office support from Indigenous Monitor Coordinators. Indigenous Monitors can also make 
specific support requests or submit questions through their daily report. Examples include but 
are not limited to: request for Project reports, input from an environmental resource specialist or 
on-site support from an Elder or other cultural knowledge holder. Monthly requests and their 
completion status are noted below. 

Status 

Rolling Total and Type of Requests 

Project 
Reports/Documents 

Environmental 
Resource 
Specialists 

Elder/Cultural 
Knowledge 
Holder 

Other Total 

Total 6 1 2 - 9 

Fulfilled 6 1 2 - 9 

Outstanding - - - - - 

 

This report has been reviewed by the active Indigenous Monitor(s) 

 


